Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.048; wR factor = 0.134; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.4.
In the title compound, C 27 H 21 N 3 O 2 Á2H 2 O, the three benzene rings attached to the heterocyclic imidazole ring are not coplanar with the latter, making dihedral angles of 14.8 (2), 31.4 (2), and 37.5 (2) , respectively, for the benzene ring planes in the 2-, 4-and 5-positions. In the crystal, there are two water molecules which serve as connectors between the acrylate molecules and stabilize the structure via N-HÁ Á ÁO, O-HÁ Á ÁN, C-HÁ Á ÁO and O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonding. 
Related literature

Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Valiyev et al., 2007) . As part of our on-going research interest in chemiluminescence compounds, the title compound was synthesized and its crystal structure determined as described herein.
The molecular structure of the title compound is presented in Fig. 1 . Three benzene rings attached to the heterocyclic imidazole ring are not coplanar with the latter, with dihedral angles of 14.8 (2)°, 31.4 (2)°, and 37.5 (2)°, respectively, between the benzene ring planes in the 2-, 4-and 5-positions of the imidazole ring.
In the crystal packing, H 2 O molecules serve as connectors to form the three-dimensional packing via hydrogen bonds 
The title compound was prepared as reported earlier (Liu et al., 2006) . A mixture of 4-(4,5-diphenyl-1H-imidazol-2-yl)benzaldehyde (0.225 g, 0.69 mmol), ethyl 2-cyanoacetate (0.156 g, 2.1 mmol) and pyridine (2 ml) was stirred at room temperature for 10 h. The solution was poured into water (15 ml) and orange precipitate of the title compound formed immediately. The precipitate obtained was filtered, washed with water and dried. Single crystals of the title compound were obtained by slow evaporation from ethyl acetate at room temperature.
Refinement
The H-atoms bonded to N and water molecules were located from a difference map and were included at restrained distances O-H = 0.82 (2) and N-H = 0.86 (2) Å. The rest of the H atoms were positioned in calculated positions with C-H = 0.93, 0.96 and 0.97 Å for aryl, methyl and methylene type H-atoms and were refined using a riding model, with U iso (H) = 1.5 U eq (C) for methyl H atoms and U iso = 1.2U eq for others. Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound, showing the atom-labelling scheme and 50% probability Displacement ellipsoids.
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